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CLEAR IS NOT ALWAYS CLEAN
TEST YOUR WELL WATER ANNUALLY
The Washington County Department of Public Health & Environment provides sampling kits to County residents for testing well water.  Test kits can be picked up at the Washington County Government Center (14949 62nd Street North in Stillwater) or requested at 651-430-6655.

“Pure” water is never found naturally.  Many living organisms can survive for long periods of time in water.  Chemicals can also be found in water.  Some are naturally occurring while others result from human activities.

To check sanitary quality of drinking water, the most common tests are for total coliform bacteria and nitrate-nitrogen.

Coliform bacteria are found naturally in the intestines of warm-blooded animals (including humans), soil, and lake and river water.  The presence of these bacteria in a water sample indicates that some contamination has occurred, and other disease-producing organisms could be present.  Coliform bacteria are not normally present in groundwater.

Nitrate is formed during the decay of organic matter, such as sewage, animal wastes, and fertilizers.  Low levels of nitrate in shallow, unprotected aquifers are naturally occurring.  Most groundwater in Washington County contains less than one mg/L of nitrate-nitrogen.  However, higher levels of nitrate indicate poor sanitary quality of water.  High levels of nitrates may pose an immediate risk to infants and cause methemoglobinemia or “blue baby syndrome”.

Washington County also offers tests for Arsenic, Fluoride, Hardness, Iron, Iron Bacteria, Lead, Sodium, and Sulfate.   Please contact 651-430-6655 or http://www.co.washington.mn.us/info_for_residents/environment/groundwater/ for more information.
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